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Transcription of CBC Interview: Friday, August 5, 2022 - Re: Pinette Park  
With Barry Galloway; Director of Belfast Community Development Corporation (BCDC) and 
Angela Walker with CBC 
 

Barry Galloway:  
…Is a great place and only twenty minutes from Charlottetown and I think sometimes it's an 
undiscovered treasure even in our own province.  And the corporation right now, I mean is 
really launching into some major initiatives.  We are working with a committee of local 
people in Belfast and some other representatives in the development of the Wellness Clinic 
that we are hoping to get underway, hopefully next Spring.  We are looking at a 
multi-purpose facility that will address wellness needs, but also other issues that are in the 
community.  So additional childcare, and things like that and even providing opportunities for 
businesses to operate from that facility as well.  
 

Barry Galloway: 
…So that’s one of the pieces; we’re also working on the development of a housing project.  
There’s a real need for housing in the community; we had the business plan being 
developed; and also in Pinette Park.  We recently took over Pinette Park from the Province 
(recently releasing it from the Province) and we are working with an Investor to come in and 
do some work there, developing an actual business; a small hotel and some services that’s 
kinda, a unique project; and so there is a lot happening in our community and we have a 
really dedicated board of directors.  And these commercials that people are seeing are 
actually an initiative that we did with one of our board members, Alan Buchanan, had took 
the lead on that and worked with a local film person who shot the videos for us and put it all 
together for us; so I guess that’s kinda what we have been working on lately. 
 

Angela Walker CBC:  
WOW you are busy. I wanted to go back to the Pinette Park. So, what is the vision for this? 
 

Barry Galloway:  
So, it’s actually a company that we are working with out of China, but they have some 
people who have been living in PEI for the last ten years; a company called Fusion and they 
develop shipping containers into buildings, and so it’s all done in China and they would ship 
the buildings here.  So what they are looking at is a 20-room, hotel/motel; there will be a 
restaurant and they are also going to have some containers that are developed for local 
entrepreneurs, so if we have an artist in the community that wants to sell art they will provide 
space for that.  And they are not going to charge for rent; they would take a portion of the 
sales so no one is owing money when they want to get started.  We’re really excited by that. 
We are hoping to have that in place next Spring actually. 
 

Angela Walker CBC: I guess if you’re using those shipping containers it makes it a lot 
easier in terms of getting things up quickly?  
 

Barry Galloway:  
Yes, but this company; I’ve seen some of the designs that they’ve done, they’re amazing.  
They want to work with our local artists as well, because their vision is that the outside could 
actually be works of art. So, we are really excited to see that happen. Right now, they are in 
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the process of having an environmental study done for us so that it meets our perimeters and 
the Province's perimeters.  That’s all looking really good and it’s a great opportunity to create 
employment opportunities for people in our own community as well. 
 

Angela Walker CBC:  And when was the takeover of the Park? When did that happen? 
 

Barry Galloway: 
We did that this Spring, so we just signed a lease with the Province this Spring, so we’ve 
been maintaining it now and doing some work there, it’s really a beautiful treasure here in 
Belfast; Pinette Park.  
 

Angela Walker CBC:  
What kind of added draw do you think something like this would mean for the community? 
 

Barry Galloway: 
It’s going to mean there will be a nice restaurant, another restaurant here in the community, 
which is always needed and also I think it will attract tourists, you know, when people are 
coming off the Ferry and they are looking for places to stay; this will be a nice feature to 
have in our community in addition to the campground and things like that.  Matt Kenny, 
another friend of ours from Belfast, just opened a new series of cabins called Wild Pines, 
him and his partner Rob opened, that this Spring. So, they built eight new cabins and they 
are right next to our park and our golf course and so that’s another added feature.  We are 
seeing such a demand for services and in fact our own campground has 60 people on a 
waiting list for seasonal campsites, and so there’s a huge demand for camping, for 
opportunities for people to come out and get away from the city for a while and certainly we 
are seeing a lot of tourists from out of province, that of course have been amazing.  We have 
done a lot of work on that this year and the feedback from all of our users, for both the 
campground and the golf course, has been amazing.   
 

Angela Walker CBC: So that’s the Summer and the Fall season, but as you mentioned you 
are really making efforts to get more families to move into the area? 
 

Barry Galloway: 
Ya, we are really trying to focus on that now as well, and our desire is to bring younger 
families to the community, so what we are hoping to do is build homes that are affordable for 
young families and to provide easier opportunities for people to get a mortgage.  Our 
long-term vision, is that we want to be able to build these and make them.  We are exploring 
different options, but it might be a rent to own option, or whatever, but it's really focused on 
young families moving into the community and we are not looking at making a huge profit, 
but we want to cover our costs and provide an opportunity for home ownership.  There’s a 
lot of work involved in this you know, getting the funding and all that sort of thing, so 
because we focus so heavily on the campground and course this Spring and Summer we’re 
really just getting that moving, but we have had really positive conversions with the Province, 
there is a need for housing and we feel strongly that it is going to be supported.  
 

Announcer CBC Radio: That’s Barry Galloway, Executive Director of the Belfast 
Community Development Corporation. 


